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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY - ‘
: 26 pctober 1873

{NTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM

NSA and DIA MIDDLE EAST
L
' situation Report Number 83
(as of 1130 EDT)

MORI/CDF
C02826144

THE MILITARY SITUATION
; GENERAL

all times cilted in military paragraphs are
Cairo}Tel Aviv time, unless otharwxsg speclfmed.)

i ' " ' : he morning in
1, Fighting continued through t !

the ;icinitg of Suez City. The rgmalnder of the

Egyptian front and all of the Syrian front appear

to be guiet. . : ) o

N 2, Tel Aviv claimed that Egyptian forces on

the east bank launched an attack north of Suez City

£his morning and attempted to bridge the canal in .

to improve their position.

and claims that the Israelis violated the cease~Iire
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4. No significant activity involving Soviet .

forces has been noted. The naval group that had con-

centrated off the Egyptian coast_has dispersed.

EGYPTIAN FRONT

‘5. Ground and heavy air action continued -
through the morning immediately north of Suez Clty\'” 
There are no reports of fighting_elsewhere on the B
Egyptian front. Radio Tel Aviv repeorted that Egyp 5
tian tank and artillery units launched an attac§ an -
attempted to construct a bridge across the canal -
north of Suaz City this morning.| | 25X 1

25X1.

. Press reports of the fighting from Cairo .
and Tgl'Aviv are gontradictory._ Tel Aviv claims é‘ B
the Egyptian Third Awmy ‘launched the atta¢@-ig order -
to return to the west bank while Cairo claimed ‘
there was no-offensive action by Egyptian troops.

. U8 attaches received a tour of parts of
tha eZst gank southern sector by helicopter this-w
morning. According to the attaches, in the areas .. .
they'obsérved, the situation appearea»tq,hayefpeen._
accurately reflected in previous Israell brxi_lngs: )
They -yeported that Egypgian Third Arxmy p031t1°§$-«
extend as far as nine miles east of the canal in

" the southern sector, but_narxow to about three and
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oneshalf miles nBa® Whn eenbsrsl SBBLILSH UL the
Great Bittexr Lake. A senlor Israell millitary ore
ficar reported that Egyptian forces &lso conktrol
a four and one-half mile stretch of the east gulf
coast south from Suez City. ' | ' :

8. Accdrdinq to the attaches, tﬁe ngptian

units are well dug in under camouflage, but opposing

Israeli .forces have not dug in and appear to be
mobile and flexible. Smoke columns seen at the
southwest bank of the Great Bitter Lake were caused
by Egyptian shelling of Kabrit airfield, according
to an Israell military officex. The attachas con—
firmed that the Israelis wexe resupplying their
west bank force today. : -

SYRIAN FRONT

9. The Syrian front was gquiet this morning

“and both sides appeared to be observing the cease=

fire., 1Israell aircraft flew what appeared to be

defensive patrols over Israeli-occupied territorxy

and into southern Lebanon during the morning; as

of early afternoon as many as 50 more aerial tracks

were being reported over the area,

l1l. The Lebanese army

| today reported that there was

relatively little fedayeen crosg-border activity

on the nights of 24 and 25 October. This follows
pledges by leaders of the major fedayeen groups to
Lebanon that they would respect the cease-fire, at
least for the present. In a reflection of the gov=
ernment's confidence that the border area may stay
quiet, the Lebanese army ls now patrolling in southw
erxn Lebanon. | : - T
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S |
. BREZHNEV SDEECH |
. | '3.21. ‘ soviet party chicef Brezhnev admittedmigg?‘é
i "¢hHat. the USSR has sent representatives to the e ire.
j Bast to observe the implementation of the ceas
5
- . T 25X1
‘ e T _
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. Speaking before the World Peace Congress ir scow, o
Brezhriev said he hoped the US wduldggigi'ggngogguw'”‘ fﬁ;*i
ngQ%Y¢F5~ Brezhnev noted the UN Security Council's .

"tggi:i?gttofcreape-a UN emergency forece 0 police .

o t&it.aryf:eglong, but he did not mention, in
he s”c:.go, ar .available, that permanent members of
b0 =ecurity Council would not contribute to this
ﬁo;gg._:ue labeled the dacision a "useful one" and

) igpggolt would help normalize the situation. Acdord-

-Qfghis ?nu wire gsorvice, Brezhnev devoted 40 minutes
‘ cfitiﬁ'épgecb to the Middle Eagt. The US is not
| - gxd Cﬁiﬁe Jdirectly in the early portions raceived,

- " Rhe & 14 15 §CQUsed of blackening the rcputation of

1€@ Soviet Union with the Arab countries.

COMMENTARY FHOM SOVIET DIPLOMATS

25X1

- '22. A Soviet |
-, A& ] told a us
.3%plomat in Beirutgxﬁﬁt‘nigﬁtffﬁafgﬁﬁgéhrlydlgrgzli
zétggiaggl_frgm Egyptian territory seized after thoe
22 t,ucai..:c cease~fire was of vital importance to
ralat‘s“PQ?Ltlon and also to the future of Soviet
| fgdg,t?ns in: the Arab world. He also ecalimed that
- L ig:uuﬂ}eaﬁer Arafat has informed the Soviets that
el i:aéego‘abéde by the cease-fire and that the
cHGL - Sedcers are expected to sovftpeda @i ' 1=
txon:ﬁg.the truce. - - P gal Fheir opposi

23.. A govie i éomat in New belhi informed a ' 25X1
- ' oviet troops may be sent to T T
'suff';“-'e “ast because the UN could not act with
su .i?l?nt speed to enforce the cease~fire. He -
Migélieghthat the arriyal-ofaSoviet troops in the
et ﬁgagdigcwgi ﬁngonsxstent‘with detonte, but pointed -
. tie US had sant tro : : in 15 k
and settled the problem. FP8. o Lebanon in-1358

.

ISRAEL-IN
' 24, The Isracli ment '
Yo 10 an gavernment has so far remained
gilent o?.thq UN Security Council decision to send an
Lt P . : ’
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-  intexpational peacekeeping force to police the cease-
. fire, ‘According to press rcports from Tel Aviv, the
giblnet,wxll neat later today to discuss. the resoluyw
“tlon, : : . : '

'FEDAYEEN-SYRIA ° | ' -
; - 25, Palestine Liberatlon Organization chief Yasir
oo Arafat today arrived in Damagcus for talks with Syrian
o  off1c1a1s, acconding to Middle East press reports.
' Arafat was last 'in Damascus on 23 October when he
| unsuccessfully tried to persuade Proesident asad not
- to accept the cease-fire. His current trip is undoubt-
. . edlysﬁesmgned to minimize the damage to fedayeen-Syrian
relations that has resulted from fedayeen criticism of
' the cease-fire and to plead foxr continued Syrian sup-
port for the fedayeen. - ‘

[ , . i o
» e LATE ITuMS ST
o 25X1

§ ' "ISRAELI: TANKER

L - . P T ‘ .
: . _ "27. An Egyptian’military spokesman said that the
| ‘tanker Bound for Israel which had been damaged today
at tho ‘entrance to the Gulf of Suez had struck a mine.
Tel Aviv had claimed ﬂ}a;_tbn_tankej;hangaeLm:j:m:ked s e
"hy "enemv forces." hut 25X1
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' CAPTURED SA=6 BATLHRIES

‘ 28. According to the Reutcrs wire service, reliable
Israell sources clgim to have captured SA-6 batteries
intact, including their radar and control systems. The
Israeli attache in Washington had previously informed
US officers that a dud SA=6 missile had been capturcd,
Reuters also reported that yesterday forelgnh corress= :
pondents had been shown SA-3 missile batteries which also
haé ‘been captured intact. :
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